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Ongoing : 

Goalie Clinics 

August : 

29:  Presidio League Begins 

September : 

12:  Recreation Games Begin 

13:  Opening Day & Pictures 

October : 

18:  All-Star Nominations Due 

November : 

1:  All-Star Try-outs 

14:  Championship Saturday 

15:  Championship Sunday 

 

Volume 09, Issue 03  

08-31-09 

Between the Lines  

Carlsbad Lightning Soccer Club Newsletter  

    Voice :  (760) 632-6966 

    Fax:    (760) 632-6364 

7750 El Camino Real, Ste 2H 

Carlsbad, CA  92009 

A Tribute to Our Volunteers  

As we begin our Presidio 

League season, letôs reflect 

on the past few months and 

acknowledge the hard work 

and dedication the Carlsbad 

Lightning Soccer Club has put 

forth to get our boysô and 

girlsô teams ñON THE FIELD.ò 

Here are some of the major 

Club events we have held to 

make ready for League play: 

Competitive Division  

January : Plan/schedule 

tryouts.  Send notices to the 

media & surrounding schools 

February/March : U8-U14 

Youngers Try-outs (1 week 

long held at 2 sites), followed 

by Registration/Uniform Night. 

April : U15 ïU19 Olders 

Tryouts & Registration 

May: Club Night.  Olders 

Premier Tryouts.  Competitive 

Team practice starts. 

June/July : Team Camps.  

Carlsbad Cup Tournament.   

August/September : Presidio 

League Begins.  Lightning 

Opening Day/Team Photos.  

Recreational Division  

January : Winter League 

February/March : Recreational 

Walk-in registrations.  Recrea-

tional Camps.   

June/July : Recreational 

Camps. Division Coordinatorsô 

Meeting.  Volunteer Coaches 

Meeting.  Rosters are built 

(imagine the task of assigning 

over 900 kids to their respective 

teams!).  Uniforms are ordered. 

August : Practice begins. 

Recreational Clinics Week. 

September : Season Begins.  

Opening Day/Team Photos. 

As you can see, our club 

calendar contains volunteer-run 

events throughout the year!   

Opening Day  is our next Club 

event.  Please support Lightning 

Soccer --- come and join the fun 

on Sunday, September 13.    

Our Club is a non-profit organi-

zation.  This organization is run 

by parent volunteers.  Yes, 

every board member, team 

manager, coordinator and 

committee head is a volunteer.  

Contrary to what some believe, 

there is no registration discount 

given to anyone who volunteers.  

There is no monetary compen-

sation whatsoever.     

We do get a huge reward --- it 

is the satisfaction of making 

our Soccer Club a better 

place for our children!   

For me, being is a volunteer is a 

lot of fun. I enjoy the people I 

ñworkò with.  We have great 

kids, parents, coaches. All have 

the common goal of ñgetting the 

kids on the fieldò to enjoy 

playing soccer.  The can-do 

spirit is alive and well at the 

Carlsbad Lightning Soccer Club!  

Iôm proud to be a part of it. 

To all who make our Club a 

remarkable organization(!)  - - - 

Thank you being generous with 

your time and for making our 

Club a remarkable organization! 

If you would like to be part of 

our talented ñteam off  the 

field ,ò please, volunteer in our 

Competitive or Recreational 

Division; there is a place for 

you!  We welcome anyone who 

has a heart for making youth 

soccer happen.   

Judith La Bounty  

      A Word from Our President é  

THANK YOU to SIERRA WIRELESS, Sponsor of this Newsletter!!  

Sept. 13, 2009 

Poinsettia Park Ballfield #1  

9:30am - 4pm 
 

SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY THE 

SAN DIEGO SOCKERS!  

Come get your picture taken & stay for the FUN  

Food Booths, Games & Prizes, Silent Auction & 

DJ.  For more info, see article on Page 2. 

OPENING DAY    

CLSC Board of Directors 

Contact List on Page 6 

http://www.lightningsoccerclub.com/index.php
mailto:jlabounty@roadrunner.com%20%3cjlabounty@roadrunner.com%3e?subject=August%20Newsletter
http://sdsockers.com/
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THANK YOU to SIERRA WIRELESS, Sponsor of this Newsletter!!  

Join the Fun!! 

Opening / Picture Day 2009 

September 13, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Poinsettia Park Ballfield #1 
 

Special Appearances by 

 

Mini Games with the Players 

Skills Clinics and Demonstrations 

Autographs & T-Shirts 

Home Game Ticket Packages On Sale 
 

Charity Drive with ñGive Nô Goò 

Bring your gently-used sports equipment & old jerseys / 

shorts / cleats to be donated 

OPENING DAY - 9/13/09 

Food Booths 

Carne Asada / Burgers & Hotdogs 

Snowcones/ Candy & Drinks 

Cotton Candy 

Games & Prizes 

Ball Juggling Contest/Kicking Speed 

Carnival Games 

Huge Jumpies 

Coaches Game 3:00 at Poinsettia Turf Field 

Silent Auction 

Lightning Spirit Wear  

DJ 

Velocity Sports 

http://www.lightningsoccerclub.com/index.php
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                   RECREATION ROUND-UP 

Heather Hilliard  
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THANK YOU to SIERRA WIRELESS, Sponsor of this Newsletter!!  

Sept. 12 : First Games for All Divisions  
 

Sept. 13 : Opening Day / Pictures (Poinsettia)  

Teams, coaches and parents attend Lightningôs 
Opening Day for several hours of fun.  Team 
pictures will be taken, so all teams must attend 
wearing their uniforms (red or white jerseys, 
teamôs choice), and all coaches must wear their 
Lightning coaching jersey. 
 

 

Also, there is a fun Coachesô game scheduled at 
3:00 PM on the Poinsettia Soccer field where the 
recreational coaches will challenge the com-

petitive coaches  in a spirited soccer game. 
 

 

TBD: Mid Coachôs Meeting for Divisions 5 & 6 

We will schedule a mid-coachôs meeting to dis-

cuss the season, nominations for All-Stars and 

other agenda topics as necessary. 
 

 

Oct. 18 : All -Star Nominations Due  

All-star nominations for Divisions 4, 5, and 6 are 

due no later than Sunday, October 18th.  This 

year NO nominations will be accepted after this 

date because of the amount of time it takes to 

prepare for tryouts.  Only nominations made us-

ing the All-Star Nomination Form will be ac-

cepted.  This form MUST be completely filled out 

and into Lightning by October 18th. 

Nov . 1: Recreational All -Star Tryouts  
Divisions 4, 5 and 6 
 

Nov . 14: Recreational Championship Saturday  
Divisions 5 and 6 will play their last three games 
of the season in a tournament format. 
 

Nov . 15: Recreational Championship Sunday  
Division 4 will play their last three games of the 

season in a tournament format. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Lots of exciting things have been happening on the Recreational side of Lightning Soccer!  

We had an incredible turnout for our two walk-in registration days, and our registration numbers 

(900+ players ) reflect the outstanding reputation that Carlsbad Lightning Soccer has in our com-

munity.  We have over 60 teams competing this year, and we would like to take this opportunity 

to thank our many volunteers for their efforts in making our program so successful.  

Thank you to Michele Nutter , our Director, and our Division Coordinators for spending countless 

hours placing players on teams. 

We would also like to thank our volunteer coaches for making a difference in the lives of the 
many young children that we serve in our community.   The positive reputation of our club is a 
reflection of the support and strength of our volunteers. 
 

We had a busy summer and started things off with two fun-filled weeks of recreational soccer 
camps .  Our Nationally Certified Directors and Coaches worked with over 300 recreational 
players during our two weeks of camp. The players learned valuable technical skills in a fun, safe 
and positive learning environment. 
 

The recreational season officially kicked off with our Recreational Player Clinics which were 
held on August 10 & 12 for Divisions 5, 6 & 7 at Aviara Park. The clinics are specifically designed 
to provide guidance and direction from the competitive coaching staff to the recreational coaches, 
based on Lightningôs philosophy of player development.  The recreational player clinics are a 
valuable coaching resource for our recreational coaches and a fun way to kick off the season. 
 

Team practices began for all divisions during the week of August 17 and our first games are right 
around the corner. Good luck to all the teams and we hope you have an incredible season! 

Division 7 Boys and Girls : Darin Predmore 
Division 6 Boys : Sheri Geldert 
Division 5 Boys : John Cooke 
Division 1 ï4 Boys : Jane Altman 

 
Division 6 Girls : Dan Malinowski 
Division 5 Girls : Rick Saunders 
Division 1 ï4 Girls : Tom Sprinkle 

The 2009 Division Coordinators are : 

http://www.lightningsoccerclub.com/index.php
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Club Calendar:  

 

Thank you Lightning Families!  

The 2009 Carlsbad Cup is behind us but not without the hard work of hundreds of Lightning parents and the 

generous support of local businesses !  Iôll go into more detail about the many contributions that were made 

later in this article, but I just canôt say enough about all of our volunteers that spent countless hours preparing for 

and then managing this rather challenging 3-day event.  The results are impressive so Iôd like to give everyone 

a quick synopsis of the tournament from a numbers standpoint: 

271 Teams (same as last year despite a downturn in the economy)  

Nearly 3,500 Participants  

13 Field Sites  

513 Games 

46 Championship Matches  
 

Lightning teams were also well represented on ñChampionship Mondayò as our club had 14 

Championship teams and nine Runner -up teams (more than last year)!  

In addition to promoting Lightning Soccer within one of the most competitive regions of the country for youth 

soccer, the hosting of an annual tournament is truly a major fund-raising opportunity for the Club.  Although the 

official financial statement has not yet been completed, the tournament is projected to show a net profit of 

approximately $70,000, an almost 55% increase over our second year net profit!    

Once the dust settles, the net profit amount will be placed in a Carlsbad Cup account and will be allocated by the 

Board of Directors to meet the critical needs of the Club for the 2009-10 season & into the future.  More than 

likely, this will include meeting the growing need of player financial aid assistance & for equipment needs such 

as new goals.  Without a doubt, these hard -earned dollars will impact every Lightning family in some way.  

There are so many people that need to be recognized for their many efforts, but there simply isnôt room in this 

newsletter to list all of those contributors, so let me at least highlight a few: 

First and foremost, Brian Webb , co-tournament director, who for the second year in a row, led the field mar-

shal effort but also handled the unenviable task of scheduling all 513 games . 

Laurie Williams , who for the second year in a row, produced an amazing 80-page tournament program . 

Anita Mezey and Stephanie Helsing , who for the second year in a row, led a small group of volunteers who 

organized and managed the 46 championship presentations at nine different field sites (and John Helsing 

and Brian Nestoroff for the delivery and pick-up of 350 chairs for the support of these presentations). 

Local businesses that either renewed their sponsorships or for the first time became tournament sponsors 

or advertised in our program (A list of these companies is on Pg 5; please support them when possible!) 

The Carlsbad Cup Coordinators for keeping their parents well informed, for organizing their volunteers, 

and for the many hours they personally worked during the course of the event. 

Area Field Marshals (Darin Predmore , Mike Pidgeon , Bill Luck and others) and Head Field Marshals 

that literally spent three entire days overseeing their field locations (and in some cases missed watching their 

kids play just to make sure their sites never faltered). 

Last but not least, I'd like to thank the Directors & the coaches for their efforts recruiting so many teams.  With 

the strong Club reciprocal relationships the Directors had in place that brought large groups to our event plus the 

additional time spent recruiting individual teams, we were able to avoid the lower attendance trend that has im-

pacted most other local tournaments. Combined with a tightening of the belt with tournament expenses, our 

ability to still host a tournament this size resulted in a dramatic increase in our overall net profit.  The constant 

support of the Directors (& the Lightning Board) during the course of this event was also greatly appreciated. 

No doubt I've failed to recognize others that made similar contributions, so please forgive me.                            

Again, it was simply a tremendous team effort!  

é please consider 

taking a larger role 

in next yearôs event.   
 

Many of the key volun-

teers, including myself, will 

not be a part of the orga-

nizing committee next year 

which means it is time for a 

new group of volunteers to 

grab the reins and take this 

event to the next plateau.  

 

The planning for this event 

needs to begin again soon 

and the greater the num-

ber of committee members 

involved, the greater the 

distribution of responsibili-

ties.  I for one can say that 

one of the biggest bonuses 

from my two-year involve-

ment in the tournament 

was the opportunity to 

meet a great group of 

Lightning parents! 

 

Thank you again to all  

the volunteers that 

helped in the hosting of 

such an impressive 

2009 Carlsbad Cup! 
 

Matt Harelson 

July 18 - 20, 2009 
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THANK YOU to SIERRA WIRELESS, Sponsor of this Newsletter!!  

http://www.carlsbadcup.com/
http://www.carlsbadcup.com/

